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"General John M. Thayer of Bellingham was a 
great American General and politician Both ofhis 
grandfathers were in the Revolutionary War. He 
graduated from Brown University in 1841 and stud- 
ied law in Worcester for a while. He then took 
a long six-week trip in 185 to Omaha, where the 
new territory of Nebraska had been organized a 
few months earlier. Here, he was admitted to the 
bar. He became a farmer and a pioneer and built 
the first frame house, and then became interested 
ee pOLitics. 

In 1857, he became a Republican. He was an 
Indian fighter for six years and was appointed 
Brigadier General of his troops by the territor- 
jal legislature until the Civil War. During this 
time, he dealt twice with the Pawnees, who had ey 
fifteen hundred warriors, the second time in 1859. 
As. a Colonel, he raised a full regiment of one 
thousand Nebraska men from a population of 2,8l1. 
He became a Bigadier General of volunteers with 
Grant and Sherman, and resigned as a Major Gener- 
al in July of 1865. That same year, he was elec- 
ted Nebraska's first Senator, serving six years. 
On May 28, 1870 the Civil War Monument in Woon- 
socket was dedicated. Senator Thayer was invited to be the principle and 
honored speaker at this special occasion and Bellingham is proud that he 
was considered for that event. It was apparent that Senator Thayer was the 
most influential and dedicated public servant of that period and that he 
was well known in Woonsocket for his qualities of leadership. 

He was Governor of Wyoming, appointed by President Grant, serving four 
years. He also was Governor of Nebraska, elected for two terms, serving 
five years. In 1892, he retired to a quiet private life. 

General John M. Thayer's house is located at the corner of South Main 
street and Blackstone street. It is now owned by Mr. Harry Briggs. Some 
time in the 1870's he acquired title to the old homestead from his sister, 
Ruth Thayer. He disposed of the property before he retired in 1892. 

In 1883 he was taxed for the property as being a resident of Franklin | 


But in 1887 he was listed as being in Nebraska. He died and is buried out 
there in 1906. There is a monument that was erected in his honor in the 
Center Cemetery. It is located to the left side of the vault," 

(Paul is an Associate Member of the Bellingham Historical Commission. ) 


Wonder how many politicians will be thankful after the election on November 
7th ? Do your part to get the best person possible elected to serve us. 


The Bellingham Historical Commission extend their warmest greetings for a 
most happy Thanksgiving season to all our readers. 


1. & 
GIVING THANKS 


Where the Sam Hillé the corkscrew, dane 2 
Iwant the wine ready when folks arrive. 
And glasses where are they ¢ 


“ON THIG DAY! 
ITS A PRIVELEGE RARE 


TO SALUTE OUR where my 
VETERANS EVERYWHERE. Ped hae 
ribbon ig? 


Well, now) 


"Honey, I've been watching the neigh- 
bors next door. He is so thoughtful 
and brings his wife flowers and candy. 
When he comes home from work he 

always kisses her at the door. 

Honey, are you listening ? I wonder 


why you dontt do the same ?" BEING THANKEUL MiGHT HAVE BEEN 
ODO 

"Because I don't know her that well,” (F MOM DIDN'T HAVE TO COOK 

he responded. : AND ANSWER QUESTIONS, TOO 


Thanksgiving isfor being Thankful 


She's mighty like a Rose--"Like most mothers, I taught my little daughter 
her first prayer, "Now I lay Me Down to Sleep". She enjoyed learning and 
saying it each evening. After seversl weeks things changed. When it came 
to say her prayers she would cry ana refuse to utter a word. After a good 
scolding she said the following: 

"Now IT lay me down to sleep 

I pray to God my soul to keep 

If I should die before I wake 

(a long pause and a lot of stalling 
she quickly added) 
T pray to God to wake me ur.” 


Needless to say, I taught her a new prayer the next day." 
Courtesy Florence McCracken, B.H.C. 


Maybe other mothers have an experience tc share with us ? Send it in. 


First grade at Center School in 1902: 

Harland Cook, Chester Rowse, Fred Hunter In the’ picture 
Ruth Haskard, Mildred Whiting, Pearl at the Lew. 
Hodgkins, and Lizzie Sears there are still 
scme who are 
Living. Wiis 
was the first 
Class in the new 
remodeled build- 
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Did you know that the summer residence of Did you know that while he 
the Governor was in Chelsea at 34 Parker was Deputy Governor in 1656 
street in a section called "Caryville” ? that his sister was the 
Built about 1670. About 1749 Carey, later second "witch" to be hung ? 


of Caryville, bought the mansion whence it 
became known as the "Carey Mansion", 


District School NG, 7 On the 1830 map this school is located on the 


North side of Hartford Ave. below the Varney Brothers sand plant. Then 
on the 1853-1888 maps it had been moved to the south side about where the 
garage is that is above the Main office of the company. In 1887 it cost 
$118.92 for a new well. Then in 1889 this district became known as the 
"Beaver Pond" school. Closed in 1897 and in 1902 Henry Whitney bought 
the building for $00.00. Ed Irons bought it shortly afterwards but it 
burned before 1906 as the Assessors list only 1/8th acre of land left. 


plo: 2 at North Bellingham was located about opposite to the present 
building on the West side and North of St. Brendan's as seen on the 1830 
and 1853 maps. Sometime around 1355 or earlier the building burned down. 
So on Feb. 12, 1855 a petition signed by 22 voters requested that the 

town buy land across the street (close to where the vresent school stands) 
on which to erect a district school again. Peletiah Smith was awarded $25 
for the land containing O square rods. BUT--a furor started whereby 
another petition was presented to the town to vote onsby Smith and 22 oth- 
ers on March 6th, to divide District #2 into two divisions with the divid- 


ing line at where the old school stood. North of that line was to be #2 
district while South of that was to be known as District #9. The town 
accepted that arrangement so on March 21 the Selectmen established the 
bounds for each district. The new Board of Selectmen were: Nathan Burr, 
Stilman Rand and Martin Rockwood, Jr. Without any school building the 
town voted that the Northeast district was to have their share of the sch- 
ool money to spend in or out of town after March 5th, 1855. : 

On May 7, 1855 the Selectmen appraised a piece of land owned by the mill, 
Bates and Arnold, for $90.00 on which to build a new school, #9 district. 
The mill owned many tenement houses nearby thus children in the area had 
only a short distance to go. The land was just North of the present fire 
house bordering on Hartford Avenue. The building for #2 does not appear 
on the 1858 map but it came into existence thereafter on Farm street. 


This is the original school as seen 
today on the North side of Farm street. 


In 1874 they voted to have the building 
repaired and painted. In 1889 this 
was named the "Carey" school. A 9 X 15 
foot flag and a 105 pound bell was pur- 
chased in 1891 for $60.00. Renamed 
the "Longfellow" school in 1893. 

Closed in 1901 when the larger school 
was built for the area at present site. 


The Carey school was a one room struct- 
ure. 


Left,shows location 
up to 1855 of the 
building. 


Right view shows 
last location of 
building after 
L353. 


Meee a ) ; 
The 1905 Town Report lists the sale of this building and the "Chilson Hill" 
school on South Main street for $185.50. 


This was the 1855, District #9 school 
building, used until 1881 when the 
town voted on June lith to build a new 
two room school costing up to $3000. 


The old one story school sold for 
$110.00 in 1883 and moved to its 
present site. In 1887 Benjamin Knights 
owned it. 


HARDLY A DRIVER /IS 
NOW ALIVE / WHO PASSED / 
he ON HILLS / AT 75. 


In 1885 this district was changed to #7 and referred to as the "North" 
school in 1889. Then again in 1891 the upstairs class was called, "North 
Grammar" while the younger children downstairs were named, "North Primary" 
This same year a 149 pound bell was purchased for $50.00. This was the 
year of the "bell" promotion when all schools were so equiped. 

To make the name of the school carry more distinction some promoter had it 
renamed again in 1893 to the "Webster" (grammar) and the "Whittier" (primary) 
educational institutions ! 

In 1901 this building was moved to the present site and remodeled by addirg 
two more rooms based on the plans for the Center. Henry Whitney bought the 
land where the old building stood in 1902 for $55.90. 


Emma Sawyer was born in 1893 and went to this two room school near the 
fire station. As a child she watched when they moved the building down to 
where it stands today by using a giant winch powered by two horses that 
walked around the winch as it slowly drew the building forward on large 
wooden rollers. She entered the new school as a third grade pupil. 

(She was Ed Sawyer's mother. Ed promoted our Crimpville Comments.) 


Although the town voted to spend up to $3000, the actual cost was $2625.52 
for this two room affair, less the $110.00 received from sale of the 


one room building in 1883. No picture available of this school. 
cos . The map shows where the school 
Mee ie WN Ak stood from 1855 to 1901. 
Note where the 1855-1881 
he Knight school became a market. 


MARKET 


The land for the "North" 
school to be built on was 
bought from Daniel Dee in 
1901 costing $300.00. 


Sidney Mason moved the old 
two story building to this 
site for remodeling. 


Records show that all rooms 
were filled taking four full 
time teachers. 


View of present school taken 
inea9 71. 

Herein Clara Macy taught for 
50 years. Giving her best 
with love and compassion for 
every child. Even to those 
who "tested" her discipline 
with mischief and childish 
pranks. She taught well and 
faithfully performed her 
duty to her profession, her 
town and her God. Never 
marrying, her devoted atten- 
sion was always for "her 
children"---these by the 
hundreds. She has earned a 
singular reward of exquisite 
beauty to match her charm. 


District School ey A This school was located on Maple street and 


was the first one to be assigned that number for identification. It stood 
on the East side of the road. It appears on the 1830-1858 maps and served 
pupils from the "Four Corners" area, part way down High street and a short 
distance up Maple street in a Northerly direction. The school was closed 
in 1869 with some pupils going to the Center and the others to the one in 
North Bellingham. The building was sold to Samuel Darling in 1870 for 
$79.50. Sometime later it was moved to become the rear part of a building 
at 79 Maple street. It was smaller than most of the other district schools 
as can be seen in the photo below. Map of 1830 indicates where it stood. 
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Vath , School locations-1830 map. 


j7 $30 — * #)oof ff Hartford Avenue 

“A TE ei #3 off North Main street 

fia Yl. off South Main street 
#6 off Lake street 


#8 off South Main street 


This completes the history on 
the early district schools. 
Except for three schools, all 
4 ore standing today. 


NORTH BELLINGHAM 


Class of 1939—’40 Grade 8 
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George C. Ray Martha Sanborn Grace Slavin Lucille Belanger 


Principal/Teacher 
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Shirley Ramsdell Pauline Sarakin Isabell MacDonald Pauline Patrick Claire Patrick 


Marjorie- Lakeman Anna Dobbie Jeanne Thayer Louise Wilde Kathryn Feeney 
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Walter Pratt Lloyd Brown 


Daniel Breen Joseph Petrosky Leonard Lakeman John Brown Wallace Reid — Arthur Plecker 
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"Jack" Trask's Cycle Shop in 
Milford. 
Interior view around 1915. 
"Jack" seated at desk. Notes 
the famous five place racing 
bike on the back wall. This is 
now on display in the Smithsonian 
down in Washington, D. C. 
Does anyone recall seeing a race 
where this bike was running ? 
Photo courtesy David Lowell of 
Mendon. A Trask relative. 


